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Swift fading as the rainbow’s hue

My legs shall be the pillers, my body

Or lightning flash or morning dew,

To whom do pleasure wealth and fame

For many years remain the same?

Then why should I, whose thoughts aspire
To reach the highest good, desire

Here on the earth long days to spend. (p.22)
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Those who have means will not devote them to the building

of a temple to god (Siva). Then I, though a poor man will

build Thee one, O Lord. My legs shall be the pillars, my body
the shrine, my head the golden finial. Hearken, O Kiidalasangama
deva) The fixed temple of stone will come to an end; but this

movable temple of the spirit will not perish. (p.57)
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